[Lung resections for pulmonary infections in intensive care patients].
Pneumonia occurs in about 60% of ventilated patients with a lethality of approximately 40%. Since 1980 we performed a thoracotomy in 16 patients of an intensive care unit suffering from a lung infection (mean age 34 years). In all patients an adequate antibiotic therapy was unsuccessful. By means of the computed tomography we could ascertain a lung infection limited to one part of the lung, mostly combined by an abscess. We performed 14 lobectomies and one atypical wedge resection and segment resection each. Postoperatively 8 patients died: Three of them because of a persisting septic shock and five because of their multiple injuries. Lung resection is a good treatment in case of a lung infection with septic complications.